SAMTTEI* PAGE  TO  LOED  ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON.

Marcli 6th, 1715.    On board the Diamond.
May it please your Excellency,

My concern and your Lordship's surprise must he equally
great when you see this, which is to desire, for my departing this
island without your Lordship's advice, your Excellency's favourable
opinion and excuse, which I the rather hope for, because the occa^
sion was the preserving my life, which by the oaths of myself, Dr.
Patrick Sinclair, and Dr. Kichard Castell, and the opinion of Dr.
Hoy, as per the enclosed, appears to be in danger without a recess
from business, and that in a different air; whicfo hath induced me to
absent myself from my family, though with the greatest regret, but
I am the more easy when I believe they shall be no suiferers under
your Lordship's protection.

I humbly recommend Mr. Avery Wagstaffe to your Lordship,
whom I have by writing deputed (as far as in me lies) to execute the
office of Secretary and Clerk of the Enrolments during my absence.
But if your Excellency shall not think fit to approve of him, I hope
Mr. Peter Beckford will, for the good of my family, accept the
trouble of the said offices (in virtue of Mr. Congreve's deputation to
him) to your Lordship's satisfaction.

The reason why your Excellency was uninformed of my going
was, lest by any means my stay might be occasioned, which so abso-
lute a necessity forbade.

I am, my Lord, &c.,

SAMUEL PAGE.

ADDIS ON  TO  THE  LOED  MAYOR.1

MY LOED,               Whitehall, September 27th, 1717.

The Chevalier Eon,2 having been authorized by the king
of Spain to act here, on the part of His Catholic Majesty, in
the business of the Assiento, and his commission for that
purpose having been laid before the king, 1 am directed to
transmit the same to your Lordship, that you may please to
communicate it to the members of the South Sea Company,
and thereupon appoint some convenient court-day, whereon he
may attend.

1  Sir James Bateraan.

2  "Sept. llth, 1717, arrived from Spain, the Chevalier Eon, to de-
mand of the South Sea Company the money due to the King of Spain, on
the Assiento, or Treaty of Commerce, pursuant to the Treaty of Utrecht.'
Gazette.